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Criminal and civil rights attornsy

" Stéphen Henry will seel an order from a

state eircuit court judge mandating legal

. counsel for the peor in munieipal and

magistrate court whers defendants risi
jail time.

If that doesn’t work, the CGreenvilie
lawyer, who hae a long history of fighting
for the h tle guy, said he'll bring 2 cade on
hehalf of an indigent inmate who wants
the court to provids lagal éounsel, sesking
8 rulmg that ean ultlmatelv he applied to
all lower court cases in South Carolins.

. What is troubimg te Henry is that the

,1ssue has already besn déclded by the
.TJ.8. Snpremis

Court.
Bouth Carélina, however haq vet to

' responu

It s, ari issue . bba-t doilld have been
'thea eadily had the state uunremn
f.,oart followed up with an administrative

1 order iollo*mng the 118, Supreme Court's

Mas '200 ) dedision in Alabamsv. Sheldon,

possxb:hty wers o'ﬂy uhvough as '*uspmmded
senterice,

' “The big issue still out there is how
0 got the office” of indigent défense the
approval it nﬂeds to go make attorney

asdignments on 2 ddily basis at the
detefition center liké thiey da for Gensial
Sessions Court,” Henry said.

In Alabédma v Sheldon, the niajority
“Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, upheld a ruling hy the

ai fime

4 iF

WAY: Steve Henry wants to help
inmates gat the halp they havs 2 isgal right to
racsive,

Supreme Oourt of Alabama which found
that hecause 4 suspend &d seritefice could
he revoked if a defenddnt tailed to adliere

te certain conditions, it amountad.to &

- “term of imprisonment” for which, under

the U.S. Supreme Court's precedents, the
anpomfment ofa lawyer is a constitutional
praveguisite. )

Heany s&ys he beligved alerpative
sentences routinely. hended - déwn . in
ma 1StPae Court I '

guy"”’ Hem'y sald “It isa s1tuat10n where.

nobody has taken- the step: And I'think

that is because nobody knows what ta do -

hecause the issie hasi't beei raised”

ﬂemrv said he has tallied about his
soncerns with Greenville County Chief
Magistrate Diane Gagle and Dublic
Defender John Mauldin; as well as Zach
Klehe, Wwho oversees Greénville f‘ountvs
office of indigent defense.

As a r'nsulf of her conhversation }

with Henry a few wesks agn, Cagle
said she has asked Magisiraie James
Hudson, who works out of the Gresnville
County Law Enforcement Center, io
hegin sereening all applieations for legal
eounsel from inmates to determine as
quickly s possible whether \‘hcy qualify
for indigerit defense.

“T decided it is inore practical-to have
him look at thede petmons and reéfer the'
individuais he thinks may qualify te Zach
Kiebe,” Cagle said.

But that is only a temporary solutmn
Henry said.

“With Shelton, I think the door i is wide
open for almost everyone who is indigent
in jail to qualify for legal counsel, hecause -
they are already doing their time,” Henry
said, pointing out that many inmates
jailed on lower court charges ultimatsly
plead guilty at the first oppertunity
inowing they will be sentsnced to fime
served.

“Many of these inmates don’t even
imow .*he', re ent & right to counsel,” he

said. “One thing that is important to me
is that someone who.is not guilty not have
4 racord.”

01 Tuesday 0? x.‘ns week, 41 percent
of the inmnate population at  the
Greenville uoun*‘y Detention Center was
incarcerated on a magistrate or municipal
sourt chisrge, said Seottie Bodiford, the

. aﬁ’= diraetorn

If these inmates had legal counsel, they
could Iikely move through the .sysfe’n
Aiare quwljy, he gaid, AR21 g
cotild. help ease ovez*crowc},.ng amtmg ‘the

it Hopnlatian

ST halisie it wonid b
here” he said.
n_t.nc'wlth such: asv.lbst__r tialincrenss

on Staff t6 spread out the caseload. o

One possible alternative to lessen the

burden might bé b (réat some traffic

r:harges and lesser vielations such as
ffaudulant cheak éharges as civil offenses,
ke gaid. )

“By removing the possibility of
imprisonment, you'd remove the right to’
an attorney” he said, '

Contact April S‘zlvaggm dat 679-1226
« or dsilvaggin@greenvillejournril.com.




